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Abstract 

Creativity in Language Teaching 
 
The concept of effective teaching draws on many different qualities that teachers 

bring to their classes – reflecting the knowledge, skills and understanding they have 

built up from their professional education and from their experience of teaching. 

One quality among the many that characterize effective teachers is the ability to 

bring a creative disposition to teaching. In second language teaching creativity has 

also been linked to levels of attainment in language learning. Many of the language 

tasks favoured by contemporary language teaching methods are believed to release 

creativity in learners – particularly those involving student-centred, interaction-

based, and open-ended elements, and are therefore ideally suited to fostering 

creative thinking and behaviour on the part of learners. In order to better 

understand the nature of creative teaching, the notion of  creativity will be explored 

from three different perspectives:  

1. the qualities creative teachers possess.  

2. how teachers apply creativity in their teaching.   

3. how creativity can be supported in the school. 

Examples will be based on accounts of how creative teachers’ conceptualize their 

approaches to teaching. 
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